Mrs. Coelho-Tooley/ AP English / Weekly Poem


Name: _____________________________Period: _______ DEADLINE:___________

Read3 & Annotate: Read the poem first to enjoy it-- straight on through and aloud. Then read it again (and again). Now identify the following and annotate the poem for each of the following literary devices and features:

· S: Speaker
· Identify the speaker and any character traits of the speaker
· Who is the speaker addressing?
· What is the speaker’s topic, argument?
· T: Tone

· What is the dominant tone?
· Are there shifts that occur?

· I: Imagery
· Isolate major images – what do you see, hear, smell, hear, taste, feel? 

· F: Figurative Language
· Identify metaphors, similes, hyperbole personification, and more.
· Determine what is really being said and how it relates to the rest of the poem. 
· S: Sounds 

· What sound elements are most striking and why?

· Identify sound repetition, cacophony/euphony, etc
2. Now answer this question in a one page response: What is this poem about and what techniques does the author utilize to convey the meaning of the work? Be sure to support your claims with evidence from the poem. Use your annotation for evidence. 
Questions to Ponder (in annotations and response): How is the speaker’s desire for death like the desire expressed in the comparison of the river to a person? How are they unlike? Explore the frame of mind that would create this comparison. 

What sounds are repeated? Do they sound beautiful or ugly? Can you explain the repetition in terms that reflect he speaker’s frame of mind?
Suicide’s Note

By Langston Hughes

The calm, 

Cool face of the river

Asked me for a kiss. 

