Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)

In literary works, cruelty often functions as a crucial motivation or a major social or political
factor. Select a novel, play, or epic poem in which acts of cruelty are important to the theme.
Then write a well-developed essay analyzing how cruelty functions in the work as a whole and
what the cruelty reveals about the perpetrator and/or victim.

You may select a work from the list below or another work of equal literary merit. Do not merely
summarize the plot.

Beloved
A Bend in the River
Billy Budd
Black Boy
Catch-22
Cat’s Eye
The Crucible
Frankenstein
A Gesture Life
Great Expectations
Heart of Darkness
Invisible Man
The Kite Runner
The Last of the Mohicans
Lord of the Flies
Mansfield Park
Medea
The Merchant of Venice
Night
The Odyssey
Oliver Twist
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Othello
The Red Badge of Courage
The Scarlet Letter
Sister Carrie
Sophie’s Choice
Tess of the d’Urbervilles
To Kill a Mockingbird
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Wuthering Heights



